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April 16, 2015 
 
to:  The Honorable Ling Ling Chang 

Re:  Support AB-19 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development:  
small business: regulations. 

  
Dear Assemblymember Chang, 
 
The Central Coast Forest Association (CCFA) is an organization comprised of forest landowners, 
resource professionals and others concerned with forest issues and land use policy in the Central Coast 
region of California.  We appreciate this opportunity to weigh in on AB-19, which proposes to task the 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development with reviewing regulations affecting small 
business with the goal of making them less of an impediment to business. 
 
We support AB-19 and its goals. 
 
Our membership is composed primarily of families who own small to medium-sized tracts of 
forestland that they manage for timber and other natural resources.  Our experience in the practice of 
forestry in California provides many examples of business impediments. 
 
The cost of obtaining a timber harvest permit is excessive and has no relation to the size of the 
property being harvested.  These permits often cost $50,000, with most of the costs coming from pre-
harvest studies and post-harvest monitoring.  The landowner’s forester finds himself filling out 
redundant reports from harvest to harvest, such as geology and archeology reports, even though the 
roads have not moved, there has been no significant erosion and the archeological sites are exactly as 
they were during the last harvest.  There is simply an artificial date that makes all previous studies 
obsolete. 
 
Another major source of bureaucratic burdens is changing the format of forms and reports.  It is much 
more efficient to refer to previous reports for the current year’s reports.  This problem becomes 
seriously compounded when the section numbers in a regulation get moved around after a revision of 
the code.  The recent road regulations are costing landowners large amounts of billable time from their 
foresters who are combing through the new regulation structure to find the new locations of the 
regulations they used to know by heart.  
 
Please take these examples to heart as this bill runs through the legislature.  Many of the burdens of the 
small business can be greatly mitigated by a little forethought from the agencies. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

D i r e c t o r s  
Brian Campbell 

Ron DeBenedetti 
Pat Driscoll 

Walter Haines 
Jim Hildreth 

Marty McCormick 
Barbara McCrary 

Cate Moore 
Eric Moorel 
Doug White 
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