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April 16, 2015 
 
to:  The Honorable Marc Levine 

Re: Support AB-501 Resources: Delta research. 
  
Dear Assemblyman Levine, 
 
The Central Coast Forest Association (CCFA) is an organization comprised of forest landowners, 
resource professionals and others concerned with forest issues and land use policy in the Central Coast 
region of California.   
 
We support AB-501 and ask that its scope be extended to all scientific studies and research 
commissioned by the public. 
 
It is apparent from your bill that there are questions about the completeness of the data presented to 
those attempting to produce a management plan for the Delta and the waters that feed it.  We can 
assure you that this is not the only venue where only selected data has been presented.   
 
Whenever public money is granted or contracted for research, it is the public that owns this data and 
we should all have access to it.  The more transparent the process, the more likely that all aspects of the 
problem can be examined and the more trustworthy the resulting information becomes. 
 
Scientific rigor demands that other scientists in the field have access to the data to test it independently 
of the original project, and they can only do this is they have access to the original raw data.  Scientists 
outside of the field may find associations in the data that were not apparent to the original researchers 
but are useful in their own studies. 
 
Finally, full transparency will serve to depoliticize the science, allowing a more workable consensus to 
be achieved.  Therefore we support the goals of AB-501. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Member, Board of Directors, 
Central Coast Forest Association 
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