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April 16, 2015 
 
to:  The Honorable Jimmy Gomez 

Re: Oppose AB-1251 Greenway Development and Sustainment Act. 
  
Dear Assemblyman Gomez, 
 
The Central Coast Forest Association (CCFA) is an organization comprised of forest landowners, 
resource professionals and others concerned with forest issues and land use policy in the Central Coast 
region of California.   
 
We oppose AB-1251. 
 
This bill is an outright taking of property rights from private landowners.  Conservation easements are 
a tool for reducing property and estate taxes, but they often do not serve the ultimate interest of the 
health of the land. 
 
It takes money to keep land vibrant and healthy.  Private landowners take the money they earn from 
their farms, ranches and forests and put it back into the land to maintain its productivity and their 
continued incomes.  Conservation easements often constrain the activities that can be done on the land, 
undercutting the funding flow that provides for the land’s maintenance.  The NGOs holding 
conservation easements do not generally provide maintenance funding for the land whose rights they 
hold.  The landowner is left on his own to provide this funding with his significantly reduced 
capabilities. 
 
We believe the best way to keep land undeveloped is to ensure there is a way to let this land produce 
income for the landowner.  Reducing the regulatory burden and creating agreements like Safe Harbor 
that enable rural businesses to operate while still protecting ecological values will be a surer way to 
achieve the goal of maintaining healthy open space. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Member, Board of Directors, 
Central Coast Forest Association 
 
Cc: Assembly Local Government Committee 
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