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February 9, 2015 
 
to:  Environmental Protection Agency, EPA Docket Center (EPA/DC)  

Mailcode 28221T, Attention Docket ID No. OAR–2008-0699 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. 
Washington, DC 20460. 
 

Re: Oppose Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0699 unless modified 
 
Dear Madam or Sir, 
 
The Central Coast Forest Association (CCFA) is an organization comprised of forest landowners, 
resource professionals and others concerned with forest issues and land use policy in the Central Coast 
region of California.  
 
We are writing to state our opposition unless modified to Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0699 
which proposes to redefine the national air quality standards for ground-level ozone to 65 to 70 parts 
per billion. 
 
CCFA fears that the overly broad implementation of this standard will produce severe unintended 
consequences to the western states’ ability to deal with its wildfire hazard due to a critical overgrowth 
of fuels and to reintroduce ancient ecosystem processes in our efforts to rehabilitate our environment. 
 
Previous legal decisions provided the EPA with the authority to set an absolute value for acceptable 
ozone despite local background levels.  This standard may well be appropriate for the Oakland docks, 
which are located on the seashore and are in a heavily urbanized environment where the source of 
ground-level ozone is most certainly engine exhaust.  Unfortunately, it exacerbates the situation in 
western forests.  Western forests are largely composed of conifers, which emit volatile hydrocarbons 
that are associated with ozone formation.  Background ozone will be a constant in these environments 
and they will often exceed attainment standards.  The only way the forest will ever achieve attainment 
will be by removing the trees, which we doubt is the EPA’s intent  
 
Within this existing ozone environment, land managers are trying to deal with the fuels overload that 
leads to massive wildfires.  The available methods are mechanical removal with petroleum powered 
equipment, and burning which produces smoke.  Neither of these will be allowed in an environment 
that has already reached legal ozone saturation. 
 
If western land managers cannot implement their fuel management operations, the wildfires in the west 
will continue to become even larger and more destructive and the Clean Air Standards will be largely 
at fault. 
 
Beyond the fuels issue, there is also ecosystem restoration.  California is largely a fire-dependent 
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environment.  Ten thousand years of indigenous burning has formed a landscape that expects and 
needs fire.  Many of our early-seral species are endangered due to a lack of fire.  Iconic species like the 
coast redwood and giant sequoia have a well-documented need for under-story fires to germinate their 
seedlings.  Properly timed and executed fires rejuvenate the soil, reduce insect infestations, reduce 
vegetation overload, enhance sunlight penetration and air circulation that can reduce fungal infections 
and creates habitat for early-seral stage grasses and wildflowers that are the base of the food chain.  
The EPA’s proposed ozone standards will prohibit many of these restoration efforts, putting the EPA 
in the ironic position of being a major impediment to executing endangered species recovery projects. 
 
CCFA believes that the EPA’s goals of reducing ozone in urban landscapes will be much better served 
by limiting their tighter standards to only those locations that demonstrably need them, like the docks 
of Oakland and Long Beach, and applying a holistic approach to the clean air requirements of rural 
lands that remembers the interactions of air, water, soil and the needs of all the living things that 
inhabit them, including those that need fire to survive.  
 
Therefore, we ask the EPA to readdress how it deals with fire on the landscape.  Currently, wildfires, 
even the massive ones that eat up hundreds of square miles of vegetation within days and foul the air 
across multiple states, get a pass as an “Exceptional Event”.  The prescribed fires that could have 
limited the scope of these huge fires do not have the luxury of this pass and often cannot be executed 
due to existing ambient ozone levels, often caused by the pine forest ecosystems that would most 
benefit from these human-controlled fires. If the EPA is at all serious about retaining our ecosystems, it 
must find a way to expedite vegetation management by fire.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
CCFA Board of Directors 
 
Cc: President Barak Obama 

Senator Dianne Feinstein 
 Senator Barbara Boxer 
 Representative Anna Eshoo 
 Representative Sam Farr 
 Representative Jackie Speier 


